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The Textiles for Public Spaces Course Module 
	  
Introduction 
 
The course is based on the concept of public space. A public space is a social space 
open and accessible to all, regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, age or socio-economic 
level. While the home represents a private space for individuals and families, the 
public space is shared by everyone and needs to accommodate multitude of needs.  
 
Object in public spaces, such as buildings, streets, signs, lampposts, benches, flowers 
are designed professionally to enable interaction and organize public life. Various 
disciplines such as architecture, design and urban planning are involved in the 
creation of public spaces and their task is to find solutions that match people’s 
expectations about public spaces and the objects found there. 
 
Objects, which are used in public spaces can be divided into two groups: those that 
were placed there in order to fulfill a particular purpose and those that are meant to 
beautify the environment. They are public property and many of them refer to 
furniture, such as sofas, chairs, tables and cabinets that are also used to furnish our 
homes. 
 
Many of the items found in public spaces are similar to those we find in interior 
spaces. However, the construction and appearance of street furniture are much 
sturdier that those we use in interior setting. Most of the objects are immobile and 
fixed to a particular place, either because they are fixed to the ground in order to 
prevent theft or repositioning. The requirement of robust constructions is reflected in 
the materials used in public spaces, which are usually hard materials such as concrete, 
stone, wood and iron. 
 
 
Course Aim 
 
The purpose of this course is to introduce textile as a material in public spaces. 
 
Textile materials in public spaces are mostly materials the clothes worn by the people 
using the area, which means a transitory participation. Is there a set-up where the 
distinctive characteristics of textile such as flexibility and structure would make use 
as an object in the public space? 
 
By using different design methods and textile materials we explored how and 
extended use of textile materials could improve functional as well aesthetic values in 
a public space. 
 
Course resulted in design concept visualized as material samples and designed object 
in full scale. 
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The Course structure 
 
The Course takes approximately 4 months depending on how intensively the students 
are able to work. 
 

1. The start. Introduction to public spaces. 
 
Duration: 1 hour 

 
2. Choosing the public space. Visiting public space, collecting information. 

 
Duration: 3 – 4 hours 

 
3. Brainstorming, development of Ideas, analysis of the location and 

problems. Grouping. People with similar thoughts were divided into groups. 
The groups plan the process within the time reserved for the project. 
 
Duration: 3 hours 

 
4. Introduction to Technical Textiles: Applications, materials and 

technology 
 
Duration: 2 hours 

 
5. Working in groups. All different groups working with their projects and 

concepts. 
 
Duration: 2 hours 
 

6. Introduction to “Arduino” 
 
Duration: 2 hours 

 
7. Working in groups. All different groups working with their projects. 

 
Duration: 2 - 3 hours 

 
8. Checkup of group works. Supervisor gives a feedback for different groups 

and their work done so far. 
 
Duration: 1 hour 

 
9. Working in groups. All different groups working with their projects. 

 
Duration: 3 hours 
 

10. Checkup of group works. Supervisor gives a feedback for different groups 
and their work done so far. 
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Duration: 1 hour 

 
11. Working in groups. All different groups working with their projects. 

 
Duration: 6 - 7 hours 

 
12. Checkup of group works. Supervisor gives a feedback for different groups 

and their work done so far. 
 
Duration: 1 hour 

 
13. Working in groups. 

 
Duration: 4 – 5 hours 
 

14. Group work presentation. Different groups presented their ideas and 
projects to the Estonian Museum of Applied Art and Design, which was the 
public space we were chosen. 
Outcome of the one-week workshop was three different possibilities to be 
used in our public space and we all together made a decision how the public 
space will be dressed and we decided to work on as a one group. 
 
Duration: 2 hours 

 
 
Next steps 
 

15. Working in one group. After our one-week workshop we were working as 
one group and we met each other basically once a week. At the beginning, we 
switched our ideas, thought how its possible to put all those different ideas 
into one project and discussed those ideas with our supervisor. 

 
Duration: Once a week / 2 hours 

 
16. Choosing what kind of technology we use. It was the hardest part – we 

experimented with different materials, different technologies, visited several 
Estonian companies to get best materials for our project. The end result was, 
that we were using leftovers from different companies, for example from 
Estonian car industry. 

 
Duration: 3 weeks 

 
We filmed all our project steps and this result is possible to see from the video 
we made: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuIuPQgcASc 

 
 

17. Project opening. It was held at Estonian Museum of Applied. It was a big 
event with visitors from different areas, from Estonian Academy of Arts, from  
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companies we visited, there was media and important people from different 
Estonian art fields. 

 
 


